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NASHVILLE, TN (April 8, 2026) — “Tennessee,” the song by Nashville-based, Memphis born 
Drew Holcomb & The Neighbors, has been designated as an official Tennessee State Song 
following unanimous passage through both the Tennessee House and Senate and signed into 
law by Governor Bill Lee. Drew Holcomb performed the song live on the House Floor at the 
Tennessee State Capitol on Monday, April 6. 
 
Few artists embody the full breadth of Tennessee quite like Holcomb. Born and raised in 
Memphis, he studied in Knoxville before planting roots in Nashville — and brought his beloved 
Moon River Music Festival from Memphis to Chattanooga, where it continued to draw fans 
from across the country. Holcomb and his wife Ellie have also been featured in a Tennessee 
tourism campaign, making today's designation a natural extension of a story already deeply 
woven into the state's identity. 
 
The ceremony featured remarks from Rep. Barrett, who sponsored the Resolution and spoke to 
the song's significance; Commissioner Ezell of the Tennessee Department of Tourism; and 
Chairman Faison. The legislation was also championed in the Senate by Sen. Kyle. Holcomb 
then spoke and performed "Tennessee" before a group photo with the Speaker of the House.  
 

“I am beyond humbled that the state of Tennessee has chosen my song as an official state 
song. It is an honor I could not have imagined as a young kid learning to play the guitar in 

Memphis, or as a college student in Knoxville playing my first concerts, or even now, years into 
my career in Nashville as a traveling singer/songwriter. This song was written when we were still 
a young band touring the country in a conversion van, playing shows all over the country, often 
homesick, thinking of getting back to this place we love. Everywhere we go, people ask for this 
song, regardless of where they are from. At the end of the day, it's a song about home, and my 

beloved home is here in Tennessee.” 
— Drew Holcomb 

 

 
 



About Drew Holcomb & The Neighbors 
Over his career, Drew Holcomb has emerged as one of music's great independent forces, 
combining an instinct for storytelling with an unrivaled entrepreneurial spirit. With his band, The 
Neighbors, he has released ten full-length albums over the past two decades, including 
Strangers No More Volume Two (2024) and Strangers No More (2023), amassing more than 
400K LPs sold and over 500M global streams. Known for making each show a celebration of 
community, Drew Holcomb & The Neighbors create a powerful sense of togetherness, 
exemplified by their #1 Americana single "Find Your People." Holcomb's career includes 
performances on Jimmy Kimmel Live! and CBS Saturday Morning, an Emmy Award, and 
features by NPR, Rolling Stone, and Billboard, with music appearing in more than 75 top TV 
shows. His ventures extend beyond music as the founder of the Moon River Music Festival, 
Magnolia Record Club, and Sweetens Cove Whiskey. After years of touring relentlessly, 
Holcomb and his band have graced iconic festivals like Bonnaroo, Stagecoach, and Hardly 
Strictly Bluegrass, and opened for artists like Willie Nelson, Darius Rucker, and The Avett 
Brothers. 
 

Stay Connected with Drew Holcomb and The Neighbors:  
WEB | INSTAGRAM | TWITTER | FACEBOOK  
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